Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

10-26-2012

UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 88, No. 17
WKU Student Affairs

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons,
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons
Recommended Citation
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 88, No. 17" (2012). WKU Archives Records. Paper 6292.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6292

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2012 • WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY • WKUHERALD.COM • VOLUME 88 NO. 17

BASKETBALL
SET TO BEGIN
PAGE 8

SPORTS WKU FOOTBALL LOOKS FOR REBOUND VS. 1-7 FIU PAGE 8
MOVIE REVIEW IS 'PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 4' WORTH SEEING? PAGE 6
NEWS SGA SUPPORTS SOUTH CAMPUS FOOD COURT PAGE 2
ONLINE PIN UP GIRLS, ONLINE CRIME MAP WKUHERALD.COM

WKU wants to move Sig Ep, Chi Omega
MICHAEL MCKAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

An item going up for vote
during Friday’s Board of Regents meeting could have a
big impact on Greeks.
If approved, the board will
buy the Cherry Hill Place
apartment building located
at 1415 College St. and give
it to Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity in exchange for the
organization’s property on
Normal Street.
The appraisal for Cherry
Hill Place was valued at

A TO Z:
H IS FOR
HYPNOTIST
PAGE 6

$270,000, higher than the
$210,000 appraisal on the
current Sig Ep house, which
President Gary Ransdell said
was a good deal for the Sig Eps.
“I think they’re trading
up,” Ransdell said.
He said the real estate
corporation for the university has owned Cherry Hill
Place for around five years.
The building has been used
as rental property until the
university had a plan for the
property.
The university plans to use
the lots owned by Sig Ep, Chi

Omega sorority and an outside property group as a site
for a new $22 million Honors
College building, according
to the meeting agenda.
Laura Goodman, Chi O’s
personnel advisor, said her
organization and the university have been speaking “for
years” about possible plans
for their house.
“We’re not getting involved,” Goodman said of
the current plan.
She said they were waiting
for the university to present
them with a final offer be-

fore any decision would be
made.
Ransdell said the property
move with Chi O is different
because the university isn’t
involved financially.
“We have a piece of property on Chestnut owned by
the real estate corp without
debt,” he said. “It was gifted
to us. So we’ll do a swap with
the Chi O’s on that piece of
property, and then the real
estate corporation will give
the current Chi O property
SEE MOVING PAGE 2

“

“

i know that
anything is
possible.

— Bruce Harney
Father of hypnotist

HURD AIMS FOR
SUN BELT TITLE
SEE PAGE 8
President Gary Ransdell (left) greets Saudi Arabian students and officials before a dinner gathering Tuesday at the president’s
home. In recent years, Saudi Arabia has sent more students to WKU than any other country. JOSHUA LINDSEY/HERALD
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President Gary Ransdell isn’t
kidding when he says WKU has
“international reach.”
Standing in front of the American and Saudi Arabian flags,
Ransdell welcomed 17 Saudi Arabian Ministry of Education representatives to campus at a dinner
also attended by WKU students
from Saudi Arabia at his home on
Tuesday.
After learning Gatton Academy
was ranked No. 1 in America’s
Top High Schools by Newsweek
magazine, representatives from
the country traveled to WKU in
order to learn more about ac-

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM
#WKU

FRI. 66˚/ 45˚
SAT. 55˚/ 41˚
SUN. 57˚/ 37˚
MON. 53˚/ 37˚

cation representatives were interested in coming to WKU, he
quickly approved of their trip.
However, Ransdell said he also
wanted to make sure the representatives got to meet the WKU
Saudi students as well, so he decided to host the banquet.
“I think this is an impressive
way to welcome guests,” Ransdell
said. “But also to make our students feel more welcome here.”
Julia Roberts, the director for
WKU’s Center for Gifted Studies,
said she was thrilled the Saudi
Ministry of Education came to
WKU to see the programs she directs, because it shows the center
is known and appreciated.
SEE SAUDI PAGE 2

Student honors mother with Relay team
MACIENA JUSTICE

Herald App

celerated and gifted learning to
apply that knowledge to its country’s educational system.
“We hope you will take back
many lessons of how to educate
the most gifted and talented
among us,” Ransdell said to the
representatives.
Ali Rayyni, the head of the Gifted Department at Saudi Arabia’s
Ministry of Education, said the
focus for this trip to WKU is to
improve accelerated learner education from elementary school to
high school.
“So far we are very delighted,”
Rayyni said. “We have found a lot
of good practices.”
Ransdell said when he received
word the Saudi Ministry of Edu-

Gasping for air, Ester Mae
Vest was quiet as she lay in
her bed in the middle of the
night on Oct. 26, 1997. She
was thin and frail, her belly
swollen. She spent her last
moments with one of her
daughters, her husband and
her youngest son, Don. He
was in tears as his mother
spoke her last words of,
“Love you too.” Her eyes dilated and it was over.
“She had been sent home
from the hospital, hospice
had been called in,” Vest
said.
They knew things were
ending, but for the Vest family it was still heart-wrenching.

Elizabethtown
junior
Don Vest has been doing
things in his mother’s memory since she died after a
10-month battle with lung
cancer. He has created the
Ester Mae Vest Foundation
with the intent of helping
others in need.
Vest, 38, admired his
mother because she was
dedicated to their family
and everything she did, he
said.
“She’d crochet until her
fingers bled,” Vest said.
“There were no sick days —
if we didn’t work, we didn’t
eat.”
Vest said the family didn’t
always have the familiar life
SEE RELAY PAGE 2

Friday will mark the 15th anniversary since Don Vest, 38, said
goodbye to his mother. Ester Vest passed away after battling
multiple forms of cancer. In honor of his mother, Vest has
started a Relay for Life team through which he hopes to raise
$5,000. RAE EMARY/HERALD
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trading spaces
MOVING

$22 million Honors
College facility planned
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to the university, and that'll give us
three lots total.”
While the plan for the Chi O’s isn’t
finalized, Sig Ep is far along in the
moving process. The university will
not be remodeling the house on
College Street.
“What they see is what they get,”
Ransdell said.
Glasgow junior Will Vance, Sig
Ep president, said his organization
plans to tear down Cherry Hill Place
to build a new house, which is already in the design phase.
Vance said he is happy with the
trade-off.
“Western wants the property so
bad,” Vance said. “I mean, they are
giving us a ($)270,000 house versus
a ($)210,000 house, so it’s a pretty
big upgrade.”
Vance said most of the people in
his chapter are getting really excited
about the move.
“Everyone else is getting a new
house, so we feel like we need to
have a new house in order to rush
newer people,” he said. “Because
right now, we’re basically at a disadvantage compared with the all of
the other ones.”
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always thinking of others.”
Conder, who lives in
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Elizabethtown,
said
she is very proud of her
knowing where your
brother.
next meal was coming
“I idolize him because
from. They were homeof his passion,” she said.
less for a while and lived
“Once he gets his mind
out of the family car.
on something, he will
Ester would make bookachieve it, even if it kills
worms for Vest to sell
him.”
door-to-door just so the
She believes her mothfamily could eat.
er would be proud of
His mother was born
Vest for all his achievein 1944 in Alabama and
ments.
raised on a farm. Vest
“Mom’s death affected
said she had worked him so deeply,” she said.
hard all her life, but he “If he could do more, he
never saw her cry, break would.”
down or say she couldn’t
Once he gets
do something.
“It was a lot of hardhis mind on
ships,” he said.
something
Ester had two sons
he will
before meeting Vest’s
father and having Don
achieve it,
and his younger sister,
even if it
Anita Conder. Her eldest
two sons stayed with
kills him.
their father when Ester
— Anita Condor
left.
Don Vest's sister
“She spent so much
time trying to get in
For the 15th annivertouch with her kids,”
sary
of Ester’s death,
Vest said. “Family was
Vest has put together a
everything to her.”
Conder said she be- team for Relay for Life.
lieves her brother’s kind The date, Oct. 26, has
and generous spirit been special to his famcame from their mom.
ily since Ester passed.
“He’s raised funds
“When I saw the dates,
and donated to families I knew I had to,” he said.
before,” she said. “He’s “It’s the first year we
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aren’t together as a family on that date.”
This year, WKU’s Relay for Life will be held
on Friday and Saturday.
Vest said he wants everyone to help raise money
for cancer awareness
and research.
“I know I can’t bring
my mom back,” he said,
“But no one should have
to go through that.”
Vest has a goal of
$5,000, which he said
was “lofty,” but he wanted to try. In addition
to registering a team,
he created a Facebook
group called Connect
5,000.
Julie Faircloth, 41, of
Dahlonega, Ga., said she
has known Vest for years
and they both have lost
a loved one to cancer.
“He doesn’t know
when to stop,” she said.
“He has lots of supporters on Facebook, but
he’ll walk it all night if
he has to. He’s just that
kind of person.”
Currently, Vest has
raised $70, according to
the Relay for Life website.
He only has a couple
members on his team for
Friday, but he isn’t going
to let that stop him.
“I’ll walk all 12 hours
by myself if I have to,” he
said.

KAYLA SWANSON
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity and Chi
Omega sorority may be moving out,
but the Honors College is moving in.
After more than a decade of being
in a small building, the Honors College has outgrown its home.
“When I arrived here in 2005, there
were about 150 students active in
the Honors program, I was the sole
employee,” Craig Cobane, executive
director of the Honors College and
chief international officer, said. “This
year we just broke 1,200 students and
depending on how you count them,
12-15 employees.”
The building will be on Normal
Street, occupying the space the Sig
Eps and Chi Os left vacant, with
the groundbreaking in less than 18
months, Cobane said.
In addition to being the new home
for the Honors College, the building
will also house the Office of Scholar
Development, Flagship Chinese
Program, Office of International
Programs, Study Abroad and Global

Reports
• Freshman Jazmyn
Bethel, Poland Hall, reported her vehicle as being “keyed” while parked
in Poland lot on Oct. 24.
• Junior Jordon Hill,
Northeast Hall, reported
criminal mischief to her
vehicle parked in Adams
Street lot on Oct. 23. The
value of the damage is estimated at $1,000.
• Freshman Jailen Edmonds, Pearce Ford

Crime Reports
Tower, and freshman
De’Andre Andrews, PFT,
reported two Xboxes, an
iPad and a laptop stolen
from their dorm room on
Oct. 23. The value of the
property stolen is estimated at $2,750.
• Freshman Zana Yocum,
PFT, reported her laptop
stolen from the lounge
on the 20th floor of PFT.
The value of the property stolen is estimated at
$2000.

QUICHE MATCHEN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Student Government Association
passed a resolution Tuesday night to
support South Campus having a food
court.
The South Campus food court shut
down at the beginning of the semester.
Students now have “grab-n-go” food
in the WKU Store, which has reduced
hours.
SGA met at South Campus at the beginning of the month to open the floor
for South Campus students to voice
their opinions on the food court issue.
Denver junior Elicia Tillis said the
changes were a “slap in the face,” and
students won’t be able to focus with an
empty stomach.
“We should be able to eat like the
main campus students,” she said. “It’s
funny that we’ve got the money to renovate buildings, but not enough to feed
students.”
Louisville junior Natalie Broderick,
author of the resolution and chairman
of Student Affairs committee, said the
decision came to make a resolution
when they met at South Campus.
“South Campus deserves a food
court, and it’s our job as SGA to help the
students,” Broderick said.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“They have the opportunity to learn
everything about the center,” Roberts
said.
Roberts introduced the Saudi representatives to Gatton students and
showed them various spots in the Bowling Green area.
In January, the Saudi Minister of Education will visit WKU again to further
examine the educational system, Roberts said.
The Saudi Ministry of Education representatives visiting WKU is not the
only relationship WKU has with Saudi
Arabia.
The Ministry of Education representatives aren’t the only Saudis interested
in WKU.
According to Ransdell, WKU has 174
Saudi students and 100 Saudi students
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• Panda Express reported an unknown subject
used a counterfeit $20
bill to purchase food on
Oct. 21.
Arrests
• Police arrested Scottsville sophomore Trevarius Money, Scottsville, on
Oct. 24. Police discovered
Money in possession of
marijuana and drug paraphernalia.

SGA pro South Campus food court

SAUDI

$10 DINNER BOX

Learning, International Scholar and
Student Services, Kentucky Institute
for International Studies, Navitas and
English as a Second Language Institute.
“It is not meant to serve just students who go abroad and Honors
students,” Cobane said. “It’s meant to
serve the entire campus.”
Combining these programs into
one place will give students one place
to go to deal with international studies, Cobane said.
“We want a building where people
know how to find, whether it’s incoming international students, outgoing
WKU students, domestic students,”
he said. “Whatever the issue is, they
know exactly where to go.”
The features of the building will include classrooms, offices, a backyard
for outdoor events, a computer lab, a
commons area and a café that will serve
international cuisine.
The building is also set to be Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design certified.
Cobane said he hopes the building
achieves at least a silver LEED rating.

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

President Gary Ransdell said the decision to close South Campus food court
was simply because of supply and demand.
“If there’s a demand for it we’ll provide
it,” Ransdell said. “It went away because
it simply wasn’t being used.”
Ransdell said auxiliary food service,
the bookstore and the ID center are all
businesses and sometimes the service
outweighs the business aspect.
“For the most part our auxiliary business decisions are based on what students demand,” he said. “I can’t expect
our campus restaurant and catering
group to provide a food service option
that students don’t show any interest
in.”
Ransdell said he’d like to think SGA
did their research and understood the
decision to close the food court before
they passed the resolution.
“They probably didn’t do a business
pro-forma to see if that resolution was
valid or not,” he said. “Sometimes resolutions are made based on the emotion
or a feel-good sense of getting or wanting to do something."
John Osbourne, vice president of
Auxiliary Services, will provide a report
detailing the decision to close the food
court and outline options to provide
food service to South Campus.

who are studying at the English as a
Second Language Institute at WKU, the
largest of any country represented.
Freshman Mohammed Shaibi, a student from Saudi Arabia, said his time at
WKU has been “fantastic.”
“Here is more intelligent and has
more opportunities,” Shaibi said of the
educational system at WKU.
Although Shaibi said there has been
some discrimination toward him and
his friends at WKU, he said this was
only about “2 percent” of the people
he’s encountered.
“Everywhere you go you will see bad
and good things,” he said.
Ransdell said he wants to make sure
the relationship continues and more
students from Saudi Arabia come to
WKU on scholarship from the Saudi
government.
“It’s really an honor that they would
study at WKU in these kinds of numbers,” he said.
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Opinion
COLUMN

Tops &
Bottoms
TOPS to finally
having water in
Subway!

BOTTOMS to water
in the Minton
stairwells.

TOPS to no more
pomping for floats!
BOTTOMS to
Homecoming
being over.

Goodbye, Great Bird of the Galaxy

LINDSAY KRIZ

most of his young life.
During World War II, he flew
during 89 combat missions
Twenty-one years ago to- in what was called the United
day Gene Roddenberry died. States Army Air Forces and was
Some of you might say, “Rest in awarded the Distinguished Flypeace,” and some of you might ing Cross in 1945. After that,
say, “Whoa, it’s been that long?” he decided to give commercial
But the majority of
flying a shot as well and
you will say, “Who
worked for Pan American
is that?”
for a while.
Well, in simple
He even received a comterms, he’s the guy
mendation for his rescue
who created “Star
efforts during a crash in
Trek,” which, if you
the Syrian Desert in June
read one of my pre1947. He did all this before
vious columns, has
he was 30 years old, and all
had a great impact
before a starship in space
on my life. But in
ever entered his imaginadetail, he’s much
tion.
LINDSAY KRIZ
more than that.
After the war, he echoed
Columnist
Born Aug. 19,
his father and joined the
1921, Roddenberry
Los Angeles Police Dewas raised in Los Angeles for partment to help provide for his
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

COMMENTARY

parents.
He became a sergeant in 1953,
and eventually became the
speech writer for the chief at the
time, William H. Parker, who he
apparently based Spock on.
Eventually, Roddenberry, who
had a natural writing talent,
added another job to his resume: screenwriter, under the
name Robert Wesley. He began
to produce and create television
shows, including “The Lieutenant,” which featured Nichelle
Nichols, who eventually played
Lt. Uhura in “Star Trek.”
In 1964, as previously mentioned, Roddenberry began preparing to bring his most famous
work to television screens: “Star
Trek.”
Roddenberry intended for
the show to inspire people, and
show a utopian future, where

money, poverty and war no longer existed; a world where the
worlds of the galaxy came together under one federation.
Roddenberry once said of humanity, “If man is to survive, he
will have learned to take a delight in the essential differences
between men and between cultures.
He will learn that differences
in ideas and attitudes are a delight, part of life’s exciting variety, not something to fear.”
After Roddenberry died, he
earned the privilege of having part of his ashes taken into
space in 1992 with the shuttle
Columbia and being returned.
But even though his ashes have
returned to Earth, the Great Bird
of the Galaxy, as they called him,
is most likely still playing among
the stars.

The economy: Why Romney is wrong

Currently, the unemployment level is at its
lowest level since President Obama took office,
but 7.8% unemployment
isn’t what the nation had
in mind when they elected him. So what path led
us down this road?
Most people in the
United States have typically invested their savings into their homes.
Home values had consistently risen since the
Great Depression, so
it appeared a wise investment. After paying
for their homes, more
wealthy individuals also
chose to invest in stocks
and bonds to the point

that the home could become relatively minute.
However in the mid2000s, banks and lenders
gave sub-prime mortgages to tens of thousands of Americans.
Lenders and homebuyers falsified income
numbers on mortgage
applications, which allowed homebuyers to
purchase homes more
expensive than they
could afford. Eventually, lenders foreclosed
on millions of homes
bought with these subprime mortgages.
What’s the big deal?
Most of these homebuyers knew they couldn’t

afford these houses. Why
should we care about the
poor choices that a small
percentage of Americans
make? We should care
because tens of millions
of families took a huge
hit to their savings when
the few million foreclosed homes dropped
home values across the
United States by 34%.
These were families like
yours and mine who suffered the consequences
of actions they had no
part in.
As a result of this housing crisis, the wealth of
the middle class shrunk
drastically, while the upper class was relatively

unaffected because their
wealth focused on stocks
and bonds rather than
investment in homes like
the masses’.
How do we help the
middle
class
thrive
again? We tax the rich.
The resulting tax revenues are then invested
in healthcare, education,
welfare and other social
services that elevate the
middle and lower class
in order to give them the
same opportunities to
succeed that the rich already possess.
Some argue that taxing the wealthy would
inhibit job growth; however, evidence indicates

otherwise. Since 1940 to
present day in the United
States, the magnitude of
the highest marginal tax
rate directly correlates
with job growth in the
United States. The higher
the wealthiest Americans are taxed, the more
jobs are created. That is
true whether the people
in the highest tax bracket
were taxed 35% or 75%.
In 2010, President
Obama responded by
signing into law the
Dodd-Frank Act. Gov.
Romney, however, wishes to repeal the DoddFrank Act, which set up
financial
regulations
after the housing crisis

to prevent middle class
families from a repeat of
that suffering, and wants
to extend the Bush-era
tax cuts for only the middle and lower classes.
When Romney talks
about extending the
Bush-era tax cuts for everyone, including the
wealthiest Americans,
as well as eliminating
the capital gains tax, all
he’s doing is promoting
inequality and the same
principles that got us in
this mess.
— Timothy Jones
Owensboro senior
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write letters and commentaries on
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1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
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submit plagiarized work.
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ACROSS
1. Sherman Hemsley sitcom
5. Arden or Plumb
8. Actress Campbell
9. Beth of “2 Broke Girls”
12. Golfing great Sam __
13. “__ of Interest”
14. First aid __; boxes
kept for emergency
medical treatment
15. “The __ Tyler
Moore Show”
16. In just a __; very soon
18. “Are We There __?”
; movie for Ice Cube
and Nia Long
19.“__Misbehavin’”
; Broadway musical
20. Personal assistant
21. “Mary __ little lamb...”
23. Possessed
24. Greek letters
25. “Unhappily __ After”
26. “__ Nest”
28. Make over

29. Cautious
30. Lion’s den
32. Cheers, for one
35. Prior to, in poetry
36. Element whose
symbol is Zn
37. Actor Mostel
38. “Gilligan’s __”
40. “The Price Is
Right” host
41. “__ World Turns”
42. Colony insects
43. Wolf Blitzer’s network
44. “Father Knows __”
DOWN
1. Actress Potts
2. News/interview
program that is the
longest-running series
in TV history
3. Gabor and Longoria
4. “__ and Stacey”
5. Siskel’s former co-host
6. __ truly yours; letter

college heights

HERALD
CLASSIFIEDS

advertising@wkuherald.com
Classifieds Manager: Courtney Cook

FOR RENT
3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath
brick house at 1409 Longview.
Central heat and air.
Washer/dryer hookup. Garage.
$675/mo.
Call 535-0844

HELP WANTED
Part-time Law Clerk
Year round in personal injury law office.
Send resume and transcript to:
Attn: Law Clerk Position
607 E 10th Ave
Bowling Green, KY 42102
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads,
especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College
Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

closing
7. Comments meaning “What
did you say?”
10. “Good Morning
America” co-anchor
11. __ remark;
disparaging comment
12. “Vanilla __”; movie
for Tom Cruise
13. “Peter __”
15. Farrow and Kirshner
17. Knight or Koppel
19. “Queen for __”
20. Floored
22. Perry Mason or
Matlock: abbr.
23. “Crossing __ With
John Edward”
25. Sevareid or Close
26. Female sheep
27. __ Conchita Alonso
30. Tablecloths, sheets, etc.
31. “Parks __ Recreation”
33. “Give it __!”; advice to
a windbag
34. Rogers or Clark
36. Paula __
37. Western writer __ Grey
39. Army major’s
superior: abbr.
40. Jazz singer
and bandleader __
Calloway

For Tuesday's
crossword
solution, visit
w k u
h
e
r
a
l
d
c o m
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CHH POLITICS
Student face-off: Vice presidents
HILARY HARLAN

Romney has said Ryan’s plan is “very
much on the same page” as his own,
but needs some “changes.” Which
To be obvious, vice presidents platform will we get if something
matter because they could become were to happen to Romney?
president. The president would have
Vice President Joe Biden has always
to die before that would happen, but been a loose cannon, especially durthe fact remains that when
ing this election year. He
we vote for a president and
spilled the beans on marhis/her policies, we’re also
riage equality and laughed
voting for their vice presiat Ryan all through the
dent’s policies.
Danville debate. But, the
This sets the standards
thing about the Obama/
to become a big issue in
Biden ticket is that these
this year’s election as there
candidates agree on their
are startling differences
platform, so when you vote
between Mitt Romney’s
for Obama’s platform, you
viewpoints and his VP
will get Obama’s platform
candidate Paul Ryan’s. The
HARLAN
even if Biden becomes
Political
Huffington Post has adpresident.
contributor
dressed two special issues
So, in two weeks, when
on which Ryan disagrees
we decide the future of our
with Romney. On abortion,
Romney promises to include an ex- country, will we side with the candiception for rape/incest, but Ryan dates whose platform we can trust to
has habitually voted for personhood stick, or will we side with those who
amendments with no exception for can’t even compromise between the
rape/incest. On the budget plan, two of them?
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

TWEETS FROM THE TRAIL
@MittRomney — America is going to come back, but we need a
president who will work across
the aisle. — sent 10/24

@BarackObama — "I've got a
plan that will actually create
jobs, that will actually reduce
the deficit, that will actually increase middle-class security."
— sent 10/24

@MittRomney — I have championed small business throughout my career & understand
the value of our nation's job
creators. — sent 10/22

@BarackObama — Obama: “You
can declare you want America
to remain a country where no
matter who you are or what you
look like, you can make it if you
try.” — sent 10/23

@MittRomney — Attacking me
is not an agenda. #CantAfford4More — sent 10/22

@BarackObama — President
Obama: “After a decade of war,
it's time to do some nation
building here at home.” #StrongerWithObama
—
sent
10/23

DALTON WORKMAN

they head to the polls, are voting for
the person at the top of the ticket.
Many tend to do that because they
There are 11 days left until we de- may not know the vice presidential
cide who will be the next president of candidate that well. When only one
the United States. The two men vy- vice presidential debate is held every
ing for our votes have stark and vast four years, it really only gives voters
differences. They come
one opportunity to see the
from different areas of the
VP candidates debate. To
country, as well as different
some extent, the vice presiends of the political specdential candidate is just
trum. The process that they
another surrogate for the
go through, to arrive at this
individual who is running
point, is merely the same.
for president.
They have to win the nomiEven though many don’t
nation of their respected
see the vice presidential
party. Once nominated,
pick as a game-changer in
they then decide who
an election, I still see it as
they want to be their runWORKMAN
an important decision for
ning mate. With President
Political
the ticket. Essentially, the
Barack Obama running
contributor
person running for presifor re-election, he chose
dent makes their first exto keep Vice President Joe
ecutive decision when they choose
Biden as his running mate for this
year’s election. Shortly before the Re- their vice presidential running mate.
publican convention, Mitt Romney Secondly, what is the role of the vice
chose Paul Ryan as his running mate president? Their job is to fill in for
the president, in the case of illness
for the Nov. 6 election.
However, the question is, does the or untimely death. So that makes
vice presidential choice actually mat- the choice for the second in comter? The answer varies, but generally, mand all the more important. Even
the selection of a vice presidential though statistics suggest that a vice
candidate doesn’t really affect the presidential candidate doesn’t have
outcome of the election. If you look a major impact in the race, I still
back at previous presidential cam- see it as an important aspect of the
paigns, you notice that the selec- campaign. Because, in the end, the
tion of vice presidential candidates vice president must be prepared at
has no real affect on the outcome any moment to assume the office of
of the election. Many voters, when President of the United States.
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

The opinions stated in these columns are strictly those of
the contributors. They do not reflect the views of the College
Heights Herald or Western Kentucky University.

Joe Biden

Paul Ryan

Age: 42
Born: Paul Davis Ryan

Age: 69

Hometown: Janesville, Wis.

Born: Joseph Robinette Biden Jr.

Education: Bachelor’s degree in economics and politics from Miami
University in Ohio
Experience: Ryan is currently a congressman serving as the Chairman of the House Budget Committee and a senior member of the
House Ways and Means Committee. Prior to being elected to
congress, Ryan worked as an aide, adviser and speech writer to
Senator Bob Kasten, a speechwriter for Jack Kemp and Legislative
Director for Senator Sam Brownback. He also worked for conservative think tank Empower America.

Hometown: Scranton, Pa.
Education: Bachelor’s degree in history and political science from
the University of Delaware; Juris Doctor from Syracuse University
College of Law
Experience: Biden is currently vice president of the United States.
He has served on the New Castle County Council. He also served as
a senator for 36 years.

Family: Wife, Janna; three children: Sam, Charlie and Liza

Family: Wife, Jill; three children: Beau, Hunter and Ashley; five
grandchildren

Cited Influences: Writer Ayn Rand and philosopher St. Thomas
Aquinas

Cited Influences: John F. Kennedy

Hobbies: Noodling (catching fish barehanded), hunting, fishing

Hobbies: Weightlifting, designing homes, sketching

Sources: The Boston Globe, Fox News, paulryan.house.gov

Sources: whitehouse.gov, votesmart.org

Responsibilities and particulars of the Vice Presidency
• To be ready at a moment's notice to assume
the presidency if the president it unable to perform
his duties

• Serves as president of
the U.S. Senate and casts
any tie-breaking votes

Source: whitehouse.gov

• Maintains an official
residency at the United
States Naval Observatory
in northwest Washington,
D.C.
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H is for
hypnotist
Sophomore hopes
to host a magic show
ALLISON GOODAN
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Being a hypnotist isn’t a common hobby, but it suits Brice
Harney perfectly.
The Lexington sophomore
became interested in magic
after watching Magician David
Blaine on TV. Brice, 19, asked
for magic lessons for his 10th
birthday.
“Any time a child has something they’re excited about, it
excites the parent,” Bruce Harney, Brice’s father said.
Bruce, 56, said after some
searching with his wife, Diane
Harney, they found a magician
to give Brice a couple of lessons.
“We were happy for him to
be able to pursue this unique
hobby,” Bruce said.
After the lessons, Brice said
he had a decent base, but he
continued to teach himself
magic with help from the Internet and books.
“I hated card tricks when I
started out — I thought they
were dumb and boring,” Brice
said. “It became my strong

suit, ironically.”
Today, Brice has advanced
to levitating both himself and
other objects along with mastering hypnotization.
The first person he hypnotized was his girlfriend, Bardstown sophomore Carol-Ann
Eckenfels.
At the time, Brice and Eckenfels were friends who had met
at a freshman Honors orientation. They were hanging out a
little over a year ago when she
decided she wanted to be hypnotized.
“I asked him to hypnotize
me,” she said.
Another friend videotaped
the event, and what happened
next is a little fuzzy for Eckenfels.
“I kind of remember some of
it,” Eckenfels said. “I forgot the
number three. It was just kind
of confusing.”
Harney also made her forget
her last name and convinced
Eckenfels that he was a famous
celebrity. She said that when
she came out of the hypnosis,
the entire event was vague.
“That gave me the confi-

Lexington sophomore Brice Harney is known around campus for his hypnosis demonstrations in front of
DUC. Harney has been practicing street magic since the age of 10. EMILY FREE/HERALD
dence to go on and do more,”
Brice said.
Since his first hypnosis a
year ago, Brice has hypnotized
more than 20 people. He calls
it “an extremely relaxed state.”
The only time hypnosis
doesn’t work is when someone
is apprehensive or unable to
relax. Brice said there are a few
who shy away from his unique
talent.
“If you think of the stereotypically stuck up girl, they look at
you like ‘What?’ and they don’t
even want to talk to you anymore,” he said, with a laugh.
While some dismiss the hypnotist, he said his most popu-

Check out Chic Chicks

lar response is one of curiosity.
This might be due to the fact
that Brice comes off as quite
personable and has a voice
that puts one at ease.
Brice is trying to get the word
out with his YouTube channel,
“BriceMagic.” He currently has
nine videos and more than
63,000 views.
He hopes to go far with his
talent. He wants to have a TV
show, stage show or tour in the
future.
“In Kentucky, there’s not really a big opportunity to be a
big entertainment star,” Brice
said. “Being on a college campus helps a lot.”

AZ
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Each Friday, the College
Heights Herald brings you
a story inspired by a letter
of the alphabet.

Paranormal Activity 4 rated a letdown
BEN CONNIFF

ABOUT THE HOME: This 3 bedroom brick ranch is located in Thomasdale Estates Subdivision on Smallhouse Rd. HOME FEATURES: include 18’ 9” x 16’ 2” family center with
exposed beams and brick fireplace with raised hearth. KITCHEN: 11’6” x 10’ 10” built in
dishwasher, disposal and pantry. DINING ROOM: 11’ 7” x 10’ 10” parquet flooring, chair
rail and crown molding. MASTER BEDROOM: 15’ x 12’ carpeted, crown mounding, full
bath with tub/shower combination. BEDROOM #2: 13’ 8” X 10’ 8” chair rail, carpeted
with his/her closet. BEDROOM # 3: 12’ 5” x 10’ 8” carpeted. All bedrooms are accessed
from central hallway. Also attached garage 22 x 20 with rear entry overhead door, natural gas,
central heat-air. PERSONAL PROPERTY: Dressing screen, Round oak table and 4 chairs,
maple tea cart, oak corner cupboard with glass front. Maple washstand, mixed wood chair
with cane bottom and back, rectangular table with fancy legs with rollers, night stand, round
oak dining table, bookcase, maple dinette table, child's dresser, oval maple coffee table, Duncan Phyphe rectangular table, maple dresser, park bench, 2 maple end tables, 4 drawer chest,
Frigidaire Refrigerator, Whirlpool Electric Range, Microwave, Fatman chair and ottoman,
couch, entertainment cabinet, maple bed, red velvet occasional chair, lamps, rocker recliner,
oversized dresser, cabinet model sewing machine, oak rocker, swivel rocker, Zenith cabinet
model TV, framed Fountain Square print, sailboat model, books, small freezer, checkerboard,
6’ stepladder, push mower, framed prints, Emerson radio, exercise machine, wicker wall
mounted dressing station, figurines, vases, spinning wheel, glassware, fan and much more.
AUCTIONEER COMMENTS: This brick residence built in 1979 has been well maintained
and is really for your own personal decorating touch. Don’t miss this opportunity to own this
home that is in an established neighborhood with county tax rate.
ORDER OF SALE: Real Estate sells promptly 10am followed by personal property.
EVERYTHING SELLING AS-IS CONDITION DIRECTIONS: From US 231South
(Scottsville RD) take Cave Mill Road west to Smallhouse Rd or from US 31 W South take
Campbell Lane east one mile past Hunting Creek to Smallhouse Rd, turn right.
SCHOOLS: Natcher Elem, Drakes Creek Middle and Greenwood High.
TERMS: Real Estate 15% Non-Refundable deposit down day of sale. Balance due with General Warranty Deed on or before 30 days. 7% Buyers Premium added to final bid on Real
Estate to establish contract price. REAL ESTATE TAXES: 2012 prorated from delivery of
deed. Possession w/deed. PERSONAL PROPERTY: Cash or good check in full day of sale
6% sales tax. Check web for more photos.
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His parents said they’re delighted by Brice’s new tricks.
They don’t know what to expect when it comes to his future as a magician, but support his passion fully.
His father said he wouldn’t
be surprised if Brice became a
professional magician.
“I know that anything’s
possible,” Bruce said. “You
want your kids to chase their
dreams.”

Anyone who is following me on
Twitter knows that I’m in the middle
of my own “31 Nights of Halloween”
marathon. I’m trying to get around to
watching at least one scary movie a day
throughout the Halloween season.
I’ve decided to do it for fun since I love
this time of year and wanted to share
some of my movie ideas with friends.
(Not all of my future reviews will be of
horror movies, I promise!)
My most recent “31 Nights of Halloween” movie was "Paranormal Activity
4", the latest entry in the popular foundfootage horror franchise. I’ve been a fan
of "Paranormal Activity" films since the
first one was released in 2009, so I was
eager to head to the theater as soon as
possible to check the new one out.
I sat down for a 9 p.m. showing and
the entire theater was on edge. By the
end, people around me were losing
their minds with terror, but sadly I
wasn’t among them.
It didn’t chill me to the bone like
"Paranormal Activity 3" or "Sinister" did.
I also thought the majority of the
scares were in the trailer, but some cool
exceptions included a dangerously
pesky kitchen knife and an intense
ending —something that at this point
should be considered routine for fans

of the series.
Although this ending was pretty terrifying, I thought the ending to "Paranormal Activity 3" was scarier and
done with more cinematic care from its
directors, who also returned to direct
part four.
I was looking for a continuation of the
plot from the earlier films, and I didn’t
get that.
Where did the coven come from?
What happens to Katie and Kristi during their time with Grandma? The list
goes on and on. If anything, "Paranormal Activity 4" adds to that list rather
than draws any conclusions.
If you see this movie, make sure to
stay through the credits. It’s a maddening scene that will pose even more
questions, but speculation is half the
fun.
Certainly next Halloween will bring us
"Paranormal Activity 5", which I hope
puts the series back on track. However,
after seeing "Paranormal Activity 4",
I think they’re starting to venture into
the “fans only” territory that has led
many good horror franchises to die.
Ben Conniff is a Villa Hills sophomore majoring in marketing
with a minor in film studies. For
more his commentary, follow
him on Twitter @thereelbennyc

CROSS COUNTRY

WKU hosting XC championships
JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Hopes are high for the men and women’s cross country teams going into this
weekend’s Sun Belt Conference Championships, which will take place this
year at Bowling Green’s own Kereiakes
Park.
Last year WKU swept the event, with
the women earning their sixth consecutive conference championship.
“Familiarity is always good, so we’re
thankful we can host the championships here at home and be in friendly
surroundings,” coach Erik Jenkins said.
“Obviously we want to be successful,
and what better place to do it than at
home?”
The men’s team has found a lot of individual success this season through
senior Joseph Chebet, who has been
named SBC cross country runner of the
week three times this season.
“What Joseph has been able to accomplish is quite phenomenal,” Jenkins said.
There are more names to the Topper
squad than just Chebet, the coach said,
including sophomore David Mokone.
“David is an athlete that is driven to
compete on a national level,” Jenkins
said.
Much is also expected of senior Kyle
Chettleburgh, who made his season
debut at the pre-NCAA championships
two weeks ago after nursing a hamstring injury. He finished third for the
Toppers and 179th overall.
Coach Michelle Scott has high hopes

for the Lady Topper squad as well.
“You never know what’s going to happen at a conference championship,”
Scott said, “But two weeks ago we ran
the best we have all season as a team,
and we are looking forward to this
weekend.”
Vasity Chemweno won the contest
two weeks ago and is looking forward
to extending her success through the
postseason.
“The coaches have done an amazing
job at preparing us for this weekend,”
Chemweno said. “During training we
don’t just run. Our coaches also talk to
us on what we need to improve on. It’s
both physical and mental preparation.”
Scott said the stakes are high for the
Lady Toppers.
“The ‘six-in-a-row’ is a lot of pressure
for everybody,” Scott said. “It’s hard to
throw such a young team in there and
say ‘let’s win this.’”
Freshman Lindsey Hinken said she
thinks Scott has prepared the team.
“I think Coach Scott has prepared us
very well,” Hinken said. “She knows
what she’s doing because she’s been
around the sport for a long time. We’re
confident in her training and that she’s
prepared us for what we need to do.”
Jenkins said he is confident heading
into the home meet.
“We believe that we’ve got a good
foundation of young talent that we
need to start maturing quickly,” Jenkins
said. “Our schedule has dictated that
we can have success here in the next
couple of weeks.”
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SPORTS BRIEF: NO. 19 LADY TOPPERS
HEADING SOUTH THIS WEEKEND

No. 19 WKU’s dominance in the Sun
Belt Conference has earned it some national recognition after last weekend’s
conference sweep.
The Lady Toppers’ 16-game win
streak ties Morehead State for the longest active win streak in Division I volleyball.
The team has also posted 34-straight
set victories, which is the longest active
streak in the nation. The Lady Toppers’
current 10-game sweep streak within the conference is now the longest
stretch in WKU history.
While so many things are going perfectly for WKU, coach Travis Hudson
said there is still plenty to improve on
for this weekend’s matches against
Florida International and Florida Atlantic.
FIU will welcome the Lady Toppers
at 5:30 p.m. Friday in Miami after two
straight road wins, including a shutout

of North Texas.
“(FIU) is going to rely on their
strengths, and that’s blocking,” Hudson
said. “They do as good a job as anybody
of controlling us offensively.
“It’s an uphill battle for them, but
they’re at home which will make a difference for them, and they have nothing to lose.”
Freshman outside hitter Haley Bodway says the team is still picking out the
little things to improve on, including
her own game.
“We have to improve to keep getting
stops,” Bodway said. “I need to improve
on my span of hitting around the court
and blocking better on defense.”
FAU, which just dropped two straight
road games, takes on the Lady Toppers
Saturday at noon in Boca Raton, Fla.

COACH

thing that we’ve got to focus on, is being
tough and never letting up.”
The Toppers were picked by Sun Belt
Conference coaches to finish No. 3 in
the East division this season.
Some might take that as disrespect, as
WKU is fresh off of a conference championship and NCAA Tournament berth,
but Harper said he doesn’t feel slighted
by the prediction.
“Who cares about preseason rankings?” he said. “…It’s not about where
you start, it’s where you finish.”
Sophomore forward George Fant was
in agreement with the coach. He said
the Toppers are more focused on improving this season rather than listening to people guess how they’ll finish
the year.
“I don’t listen to too many people,”
Fant said. “…You’ve got to decide from
the people that really know what they’re
talking about to the people that just like
to talk.
“You hear a lot of bad stuff and you
hear a lot of good stuff. You’ve just got
to take the good stuff and run with it.”

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

about their new coach, sophomore
guard Alexis Govan said the team has
already formed a strong relationship.
“From the first day she came in, she
told us she had an open-door policy
and that we need to come in and talk to
her, because that was the only way we
were going to get to know her,” Govan
said. "I think most of us feel like she recruited us because our relationship is
that strong.”
The men’s team, by comparison, has
enjoyed more consistency. Harper is
entering his first full year as head coach,
as he took over the job midway through
last season.
Senior guard Jamal Crook said the
Toppers have the benefit of knowing
what to expect under the coach.
“Day in and day out, we know what
we’ve got to give and coach Harper, he
harps about that, especially the toughness,” Crook said. “That’s the main

HURD

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

senior Vasity Chemweno said she’s seen
his determination come through.
“I think Sean is an ambitious teammate,” Chemweno said. “The times
we’ve spent together or seeing him
train, his face shows how focused and
dedicated he is in helping his team
achieve.”

FIU

-Elliott Pratt

Hurd can help lessen the sting of a
rough sophomore year with a good finish this Saturday at Kereiakes Park for
the Sun Belt Championships.
His goals for the event are to finish
in the top 10 and garner all-Sun Belt
honors and for the team to win another
league title, he said.
“The team has been hampered by
injuries all season long,” Hurd said. “Finally, everyone is coming together right
when they are needed.”

The Panther defense
has been a liability up to
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS this point, though, giving up an average of 37.4
The struggles the team points per game, a figure
has endured have come which ranks last in the
as a surprise to much of Sun Belt.
the league. FIU was one
Coming off a 42-point
of three Sun Belt teams performance last Saturto get invited to a bowl day against Louisianagame last season after Monroe, the Toppers will
compiling an 8-5 record. be looking to exploit that
Senior left guard Luke defense.
Stansfield said he’s seen
That offensive exploflashes of that winning sion isn’t the only aspect
team on the FIU game from that game hanging
film he’s watched this over WKU’s head this
week.
weekend, though.
“I watched a little bit
ULM handed the Topof film on them and I pers their first conferwas like, ‘Man, they re- ence loss of the season
ally don’t look like a 1-7 and ensured that the
team,’” he said.
Warhawks would have
The Toppers will face to lose at least two games
another one of the best for WKU to win the Sun
quarterbacks in the Sun Belt.
Belt on Saturday in FIU’s
Taggart said the best
Jake Medlock.
way for his team to make
The sophomore has up for the slip would be
tossed just one inter- to start winning again.
ception all season while
“We’ve got to worry
throwing for 1,523 yards about these next five
and nine touchdowns in ballgames,” he said. “If
six games.
we take care of those,

SOCCER

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

wins, the Lady Toppers will be fourth
seed regardless of their game.
“I feel really good going into the tournament,” Neidell said. “Unfortunately,
we’ve stubbed our toe a couple of times
in conference play, but we’re up there
with the top teams.”
Senior forward Amanda Buechel said
she thinks a win against MTSU will be
good for the team going into the tournament.
“It’s important for us to get a win
heading into the tournament, because

everything else will take
care of itself.”
Senior wide receiver
Marcus Vasquez said the
Toppers decided they
wouldn’t let that ULM
loss affect the way they
prepared for the Panthers this week.
“It’s a loss, it’s a big loss
for us, but we’ve got to
move on, and it’s up to
the seniors to kind of
keep everybody up,” he
said. “We’ve got another
game, and we’ve got to
move on.”
ULM came to Bowling
Green with bowl aspirations on the line. FIU
might not have the same
outlook, Stansfield said,
but the Panthers have
the talent to play with the
Toppers.
“They’re Division I college athletes just like we
are,” he said.
“They have a lot of
pride and they believe in
themselves, and I have
no doubt that they’re
gonna give us their best
shot on Saturday.”

we need to go in with confidence,” she
said.
This is Buechel’s sixth and final season, as she missed two seasons due to
two torn anterior cruciate ligaments.
“We’ve gotten so close so many times,
so I hope this year is different,” she said.
Last year, the Lady Toppers lost in the
Sun Belt championship game against
FIU in penalty kicks.
“I’m really pleased with how the season has gone, but you usually reflect on
the season based on the tournament,”
Neidell said.
“…As for the tournament, it’s a one
game tournament and we’re going to
take it one game at a time.”

2012-2013 FACULTY AWARDS
Faculty Award for Teaching
Faculty Award for Research/Creativity
Faculty Award for Public Service
Faculty Award for Student Advisement
Nominations for WKU full-time faculty members are now being accepted for the 2012-2013 college and university-wide
Faculty Awards. The area of University Libraries may select two awardees: one for research/creativity and one for public
service. The College of Education and Behavioral Sciences, College of Health and Human Services, Gordon Ford
College of Business, Ogden College of Science and Engineering, Potter College of Arts & Letters, and University College
- may select four awardees: one for teaching, one for research/creativity, one for public service, and one for student
advisement. Only full-time faculty members are eligible for these awards, and each nomination must be for a
single individual (joint or team nominations are not accepted).
Nominations may be made using the form below or completing the nomination form available in the Office of the Provost
and Vice President for Academic Affairs or the Academic Deans and Departmental offices. The deadline for submitting
applications is Thursday, November 15, 2012. The College winners of each award will be considered for the
University-wide awards, and one overall winner in each category will be chosen. The WKU Alumni Association makes a
cash award to each recipient of the university-wide awards and the university provides an engraved silver bowl to each.
The award winners are recognized annually at an appropriate ceremony.
I hereby nominate

from the Department of
for the:
Teaching Award

Public Service Award

Research/Creativity Award

Student Advisement Award

Nominee’s Address
Phone Number

E-mail Address

In support of the nomination, I would like to add the following comments:

Your Name
Address
Department
___Faculty

City, State, Zip Code
Phone Number
___Staff

E-mail Address
___Alumnus

___Student

Please return form to: FACULTY AWARDS
Office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Western Kentucky University, WAB 239
1906 College Heights Blvd.
Bowling Green, KY 42101
Deadline: Thursday, November 15, 2012

___Other

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2012 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

sports

MEDIA DAY
Sophomore forward George Fant (from left), senior guard Jamal Crook, and returning junior guard Caden Dickerson talk with
reporters Wednesday during Basketball Media Day at E.A. Diddle Arena. JOSHUA LINDSEY/HERALD

Harper, Heard set to begin first
full seasons at head coach
LUCAS AULBACH & ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Basketball on The Hill has a new
look this season, and it was evident at
Media Day on Wednesday.
Ray Harper and Michelle ClarkHeard, entering their first years as
head coach of the men and women’s
teams, took the Diddle Arena podium
to usher in a new year of WKU basketball.
The men’s season kicks off with an
exhibition at home against Campbellsville on Monday, while the Lady
Toppers will play their first game on

Nov. 2 in an exhibition against Harding University.
The changes at the top of the teams
reflect the changes the two programs
have gone through in the past year.
The Lady Toppers, for instance, will
be coached by an entirely new coaching staff this season.
Heard said her new assistants, Greg
Collins, Margaret Richards and Curtis
Turley, have brought the same intensity she expects out of her players.
“They bring a ton to the table for
me experience-wise,” she said. “…
We have to bring our energy so our
players can understand what we’re

all about with our passion and what
we’re trying to get back to.”
In addition to a new coach, the Lady
Toppers have several new players, including five freshmen.
Junior guard Chaney Means is the
only player that’s been on the team
for more than two years, and has taken on much of the leadership role.
“It’s been good for me to talk to the
freshmen and let them know how
things are,” she said. “I have experience with that, and I let them know
it’s going to be OK.”
As for how the Lady Toppers feel
SEE COACH PAGE 7

SUN BELT POLLS
Preseason Men's
Sun Belt East Poll

Preseason Men's
Sun Belt West Poll

Preseason Women's
Sun Belt East Poll

Preseason Women's
Sun Belt West Poll

Hurd comes from baseball
background to become track star
JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Sophomore cross country runner Sean Hurd from Crofton is going to be competing in the Sun
Belt Championships on Saturday. JEFF BROWN/HERALD
WKU, Hurd said he knew
Bowling Green was where he
belonged.
“I knew it was where I wanted to be,” Hurd said. “The
school seemed like an ideal
fit, and I felt like this was the
place that God wanted me to
be and where I could be used
by Him.”
Hurd, who won the 2010
3,200-meter high school
state championship, joined
the team as a preferred walk
on.
He went out his fresh-

man year with something to
prove.
“I had to prove to everyone
that thought my race at state
was a fluke,” Hurd said.
Last year as a freshman, he
competed in all six meets,
posting his best 8,000-meter
finish in the Old Timers Classic, placing 2nd with a time
of 26:07.3. He would move
on to place 16th at the Sun
Belt Conference Championships, clocking in at 26:08.1.
Hurd’s sophomore season
started strong but was

FIU next up
for WKU
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Florida International hasn’t won
a conference game this season and
is riding a six-game losing streak.
But that doesn’t mean the Toppers are overlooking their next opponent.
FIU (1-7, 0-4 Sun Belt Conference) was the preseason choice
among SBC coaches to win the
league, and coach Willie Taggart
said the Panthers still have the ability to beat any team on their schedule.
“They didn’t pick FIU to be the
No. 1 team
in this con- Arkansas State at
ference
for WKU
no
reason,” When: 5 p.m.,
he said. “It’s Friday
probably the Where: FIU
best
1-and- Stadium
w h a t e v e r - TV: ESPN3
their-record-is Radio: 103.7
team that’s out FM/1450 AM
there, so we’ve Line: WKU (-7),
got to come O/U 53.5
ready to play and play our ballgame.”
WKU (5-2, 2-1) will take on FIU in
Miami at 5 p.m. Saturday.
FIU might have the weakest record of any team on the Toppers’
schedule, but the Panthers haven’t
been on the receiving end of any
blowouts this season.
They lost their last game against
Troy by one point and played Louisville down to the wire earlier this
season before losing by a touchdown.
SEE FIU PAGE 7

SOCCER

1. Middle Tennessee – 65 points
1. North Texas – 55 points
1. UALR - 54 pts (10)
1. Middle Tennessee - 65 pts
2. South Alabama – 51 points
2. Arkansas State – 40 points
2. Arkansas State - 39 pts (1)
2. FIU - 54 pts
3. WKU – 47 points
3. UALR – 33 points
3. North Texas - 33 pts
3. South Alabama - 45 pts
4. Florida Atlantic – 29 points 4. Louisiana-Lafayette – 24 points 4. Florida Atlantic - 29 pts
4. Louisiana-Monroe - 24 pts
5. Troy – 22 points
5. Louisiana-Monroe – 13 points
5. Louisiana-Lafayette - 15 pts
5. WKU - 26 pts
6. FIU – 17 points
6. Troy - 12 pts

It was through another
sport that sophomore Sean
Hurd found his love of track
and field.
One day several years ago,
Hurd was doing a two-mile
run with his fellow Christian
County High School pitchers
during a baseball conditioning session.
“I was beating everyone
pretty bad when Coach (Ed)
Davis saw me,” Hurd said.
Davis, the Colonels’ cross
country and track coach, got
Hurd to come try out for his
team.
“A lot of the runners were
also on the baseball team, so
they convinced me to come
out and run,” Hurd said. “I
went out and beat everyone
on the team first race.”
Since taking on running
full time his sophomore year
of high school, Hurd knew he
wanted to run in a Division I
program. Hurd also knew
he wanted to major in engineering.
With his tuition paid in
full to any Kentucky school
through the Governor’s
Scholar Program, Hurd’s list
was trimmed to WKU, the
University of Kentucky and
the University of Louisville.
After contacting coaches
Erik Jenkins and Curtiss
Long and going on a visit to

FOOTBALL

later hampered by illness.
“I was on pace to set some
new personal bests,” Hurd
said.
He quickly came down
with a case of strep throat
and had to take antibiotics.
“They made me fatigued,”
Hurd said. “Then I had an
allergic reaction to the medicine and that hampered my
training for another week or
so.”
Through Hurd’s battles this
year, women’s cross country
SEE HURD PAGE 7

Lady Tops
end regular
season
with MTSU
NATALIE HAYDEN
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Toppers are finishing
the regular season against their
biggest rival.
WKU will head south to Murfreesboro, Tenn., to face Middle
Tennessee State at 7 p.m. Friday.
Coach Jason Neidell said the
team is excited for the game, especially since MTSU is a major school
rival.
“We’re excited about playing
such a great team who is playing
for the title, just like we did last
week against North Texas,” he said.
“Add that to the fact that it’s a huge
rivalry, and I think we’ve got the
makings for a great and exciting
game.”
The Lady Raiders (13-4-0, 8-1-0
Sun Belt Conference) sit just behind North Texas in league standings and can win the league’s regular season title outright with a win
over WKU on Friday.
MTSU is led by senior midfielder Paige Goeglein’s 32 points (14
goals, four assists).
Senior forward Whitney Jorgenson (eight goals, seven assists) and
freshman midfielder Kate Loye
(seven goals, six assists) are also
key Lady Raiders.
Despite the rivalry with MTSU,
senior defender Ali Stahlke said the
Lady Toppers will treat the game
like any other.
“We always go in with the same
game plan and mindset,” she said.
“But the fact that if they win, they
get first (seed) will probably motivate us more.”
A win this weekend will help
WKU (11-4-2, 6-1-2) when it comes
to seeding for next week’s Sun Belt
Tournament.
The Lady Toppers will either be
third or fourth seed depending
on the outcome of this weekend’s
games. If Florida International
SEE SOCCER PAGE 7

